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JAN
SAUDEK:

The Unknown
Remains

A% BAUDEK is one of those artists
whese myth stands so tall in
‘comparison to his work that it

threatens to topple aver and crush it,
He appears to be 3 man who
crawes abscurity, in fact makes. a fesish
afin, 5 desine fos anonymty hus
tusmed tail and bisten him an the rear,
a1 he's reportedly 10 well recognised
and harived in his homatown of
Prague that he mast dodge the crowds
whenever he ventures out. O 5o we
aee S0l by some membsers of the
Crech art photography workd, who
ay have: e th
interest in maintaining su
e in thels midst, Cert

itehe wirstied

a glowing

. o Coech

phategrapher since his near-namasake
and predecessor Sudek hat risen above

Brian
Griffin

thie rasiks in the same manner,

Sawdek’s furthvenass had good
cause, dating from way back in the days

when 1o make any artiszic st 3
22 personal as his was to imiite the
St peice ta i door pen-
midnight, when to create images about
aneself, ane's. own thoughts and desires

T CAN HAPPEN, aithy

ahten, that the creatd

way b art,
by counties othert, con.
1 completely forgotten unf
aber thair career has oM
Brkan Gaiffin Is ane such
and although he hai rar
of outiide Beitain and Fri

oora to put il of i ener

By then e hod renped]

L.m:u-u-.u ioad 1o photsouralist

'HE FALL OF THE
BERLIN WALL in 1989
and the re-unification
of eastern with western
Germany shortly
thereafter created a
generation that may be
uniqus in the histary of
mankind and its recent

OLAES /- Coths
MARTENS

KARIN: Olad, you're unique in beinga
photographer wha it very successhul in the
‘Wt but was barn in the East and began
his career there. Tell me your ftory,

OLAF: East Germany was ke a bictke
apartrven, and peophe in Eat Germasny
s the biggest apartment in the
workd, There ase ot many big a7t in such

i
g of age
the political syftem that reared them
was shattering, to be replaced by another
whone thearies they knew well but whose
practice they once had no hope of ever
achieving. They are now the draddiers
of twa cultures, never entirely at home
I one or the ogher, and trise believers in
neither puse eapitalism nr flate soci
Meanwhile Marters’ work is featuring in
the first big exhibition of German fashion

idealogical strugghes.  a ftthe country, and this was 50 because it
Olaf Martens’ hadl a systern that was againgt incividuals

i i For . the old regime
Republic was for the theatre and those

¥e
e Bortholt Beeche, the actors of the
Bertholt Brecht Theatre, Gerd Hauptmann
in literature. For the new gereration
developing at the time of the falling of
the Wall,chings were not so intereting.
The best gencration s the one where
the armeits ase now thirty years ol thirty-

character of the okl East Germany, but we
are young encugh o think differeny i this

photographers like Helmust Newton, Peter
Lindbergh ard Ellen vor Unwerth, his firt

new era of . We have the best
things of the Eact, and the best of the West.

several gt
almodt i status, and

you

his first retrashective show tours Luropean
galleries and museums throughout 1996,

1 talioed with Olaf and his close
friend and collabarator the fashion
desigaer Niels-Helges Wien after
their latest shoat for the Frankfurter
Allgerire Zeitung coour magazine.

Writer and contributing editor
for Black+White magazine and
its spin-offs and special issues,
and designer/typographer.

feel to you?

OLAF: Twenty-seven. It fek ke noching
mwuche Life was stil normal, no shock,
Fpear after the Wall fell
ehae Wiegt All the
people jumped in ther cars and
said "1 must malke for the West at once”

Pges

Leica rangefnden, andlong Lt lenses
werth  bortune. iratead he tirred 1o the

by calbed Bexas—hiere everything fs

s alright but i has
plaicved

riation, and went on 1o praise the

bl sy of 120 forrman Trik

ancd-whine fim vehe you blow it up

e by 6 foet and Eigges”

The downakde, o advantage &

e
" They enforce s chsciplng that 150
‘concemporary photographers have
s, of being priered For the prechie
 cf greatest significance when
ot togethes periectly, poted t
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